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WANTING WHAT IS GOOD



	The Gospel
	LUKE 13:22-28


[Jesus] passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” He answered them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough. After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door, then will you stand outside knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us.’ He will say to you in reply, ‘I do not know where you are from.’ And you will say, ‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.’ Then he will say to you, ‘I do not know where [you] are from. Depart from me, all you evildoers!’ And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves cast out."

	Gospelthink: My concept of the "narrow gate" is a difficult one. Do I discipline myself enough so I can easily enter the Lord's Kingdom?

		


"It's too hard to sleep, I got the sheets on the floor and I can't take it no more; it's a hundred degrees. I got one foot out the door. Where are my keys? 'Cause I gotta leave. In the back of the cab, I tip the driver 'head of time, get me there fast. You're the one I want to want me, and if you want me, you got me. There's nothing I know I wouldn't do just to get up next to you.”  

	The man in Jason Derulo's song "Want to Want Me" presents an interesting romantic concept. If he can manage to bring his friend around to the idea that her being part of his life is good for both of them, his life (and presumably his friend's life) would improve. You and I will automatically want things in life: some of them are good for us in the long run; some of them are not, and should be avoided. But if we manage to truly desire what is good for us, then our lives will be better for it.

It is not unlike what Jesus wanted to accomplish with his teaching. He knew that if people would want what Jesus felt was good for humankind, then their lives would be better. He tells us to enter by the narrow door, that is, to discipline our lives in such a way that we will choose a guide that will be good for us always. He tells us in his story that we cannot just allow an association with Jesus to mean that we are truly listening to him. The person who claims Jesus as guide must want the good that Jesus is offering all the time, and if he/she does, then their lives will improve.

One of the things that we want in romantic life is the good feeling that comes with sexual romantic love. Jason Derulo's song calls this to mind. The unfortunate thing about the strong emotional feelings connected with sexual feelings is that those feelings often serve as a guide for a couple too soon in a relationship. Then the involvement it is not good for the relationship at all. But if we can manage to enter the "narrow door" of discipline, and wait until our reasoning allows us to choose a permanent relationship like marriage before we choose to be involved sexually, then we are wanting what is good for us in romantic love.

Such was the psychological reasoning behind the Lord's spiritual directive to choose the "narrow door" in life. His "narrow door" is nothing more than following the directives that are present in the Gospels. Good psychology is always good religion. If we manage to truly want what is good for us--what the "narrow door" has led us to, then our psychological and spiritual lives will grow.

	PRAYER
Good and gracious God, your Son gave us the concept of the "narrow door," and if we chose it, we would be truly wanting what is good for us. Enable us to see that this concept is true in all of life. Give us the grace to always accept the narrow door that leads to what is truly good in everything that we do, especially in romantic love. Be with us, we pray.

	
+++++
GUIDE FOR CLASSROOM PRESENTATION AND PERSONAL ENRICHMENT

Theme: If we manage to truly desire what is good for us, our lives would improve.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. The sayings on discipleship present in the Gospel have a sense of urgency about them because they who were chosen, the Jewish people, seem to be rejecting them. In general, do you think that the Christian and Jewish people of the world truly accept God the way they should? Yes or no and why?
2. Notice that Jesus does not answer the question of "How many," but only the question of "How" when it comes to salvation. Why are people generally interested in how many will be saved?
3. Give your own understanding of the "narrow door."
4. The man in the song has a strong desire to have his girlfriend. What are the strongest desires that we have as human beings?
5. The man in the song changes his mind and travels by cab to her place, saying "get me there fast." Is it true that we want what we want too fast in our world today? Yes or no and why?
6. What are the things that we should personally give up in order to have a friend be interested in us?
7. The sexual overtones that the meditation referred to are present here. Why does the Church say that a person should wait until marriage in order to experience the full sexual experience?
8. In your opinion, why are the "good feelings" connected with men/women romantic relationships good for us?
9. The meditation refers to the concept that the "narrow door" is nothing more than choosing what Jesus gives us in the Gospels. As you study the Gospels, what are the three most important teachings that Jesus gives us? Why did you choose them?
10. Why is it a true statement that "good psychology is good religion"?
11. What does the song "Want to Want Me" teach young people?    
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