		MEDIA PRESENTATION
Movie: "Mission: Impossible--Fallout" -- final session
VIOLENCE ON A LESSER SCALE



	The Gospel
	MATTHEW 5:21-26


Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to your ancestors, ‘You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raqa,’ will be answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be liable to fiery Gehenna. Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Settle with your opponent quickly while on the way to court with him. Otherwise your opponent will hand you over to the judge, and the judge will hand you over to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last penny.” 

	Gospelthink: One of my most important doctrines I give to you today--do not judge others. This is one of my problems as it is for everyone; I need to face it today. 

		


As the IMF team fought to capture the plutonium cores from the enemies in the movie "Mission: Impossible--Fallout," Ethan Hunt made the decision to save one of his team members. In the action, the plutonium cores fell back into enemy hands. His judgment was that an individual person was more important than the immediate result or the success of the mission. Throughout the movie, it is clear that although there would have to be killing, the actions of Ethan Hunt in particular showed that the less killing in a dangerous situation, the better. Hunt and the IMF team believed that although violence had to occur, people--all people--were always more important than material gain.

	Jesus had much to say about how to love other people. The Gospels are full of situations in which it is clear that other people are important and cannot be treated as less. His classic statement comes in what we have come to call the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is teaching primarily about anger, but as he speaks, he places the idea of the treatment of others higher than even worship of God: “If you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” Incredibly, in Jesus’ mind, being good to others is more important than acknowledging God’s presence in public worship.

What would Jesus say about the terrorism of our world right now? No doubt, first of all, he would point out that there is no need for terrorism because everyone should be treated with justice. But if there had to be violence, it should be used as the last resort and only with the least amount of violence possible. As the Second Vatican Council says, "Nor does the mere fact that war has unhappily begun mean that all is fair between the warring parties." It seems that Ethan Hunt and his team were aware of the directive since they were trying to use the least violence that they could even as evil was seeking destruction of one third of the world.

We, of course, live in a violent world. What is our duty as we live here? As the Second Vatican Council reminds us, our first duty is to do our best to being about peace. It means peace on a national and international level, but most especially on a personal level. As we deal with other people, we are called to justice, but even more than that, we are called to love.

	PRAYER
Good and gracious God, peace in a violent world is very difficult for all of us. We pray for the grace to be good to others if as we deal with a desire or need to be against the others. Be with us, we pray. 

	
+++++
GUIDE FOR CLASSROOM PRESENTATION AND PERSONAL ENRICHMENT
Theme: All people must have a basic love of neighbor, even if people must use violence in their lives.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
(session: approximately 69 minutes)
1. What scene during this session is most striking? Why?
2. What does the movie: "Mission: Impossible--Fallout" teach a young person?
3. Jesus' directive in the Gospel passage may be the most difficult of Jesus' doctrines. In our world, what is the best way to keep it?
4. In general, would most people of our world make the judgment that an individual is more important than any material gain?
5. Do you think that your country has responded with as little violence as possible in the wars that have been part of your history?
6. What should your country's response to terrorism be?
7. What does it mean to be "called to love" in our daily lives?
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