		MEDIA PRESENTATION
Movie: "Mission: Impossible--Fallout" -- beginning session
PEACE AND SUFFERING



	The Gospel
	MARK 10:28-30


Peter began to say to [Jesus], "We have given up everything and followed you." Jesus said, "Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters of mother or father or children or land for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age: houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come."

	Gospelthink:  I reward the true Christian with happiness beginning here on earth. Do I show my Christian joy at all times?

		


Solomon Lane and the Syndicate members have now rejoined and are known as the Apostles in the movie "Mission: Impossible--Fallout," and they set out to destroy a major part of the world. Their reasoning is that "There cannot be peace without first, a great suffering. The greater the suffering, the greater the peace." They procure three plutonium cores in order to bring about the destruction and the suffering. Assigned to bring the plutonium cores back into Allied custody, the IMF team must fight off those who have captured them. They also had to fight the belief of the Apostles that the only way to bring about peace is through great suffering. 

	Overcome with joy at what their master Jesus might give to the Apostles, Peter wanted to know what they would receive as a result of their following of Jesus. Jesus replied that they would indeed receive rewards here and hereafter, but he added the truth that such rewards would come "with persecutions." In effect, Jesus was saying that the Apostles would have the rewards connected with the love they had for Jesus, but the love would bring about some problems as well. Love is not only a good feeling; it will cost a little also.

The people of evil, deliberately called no doubt, the "Apostles," in the movie "Mission: Impossible--Fallout" were saying basically the same thing but in a very misguided way. They knew that there had to be suffering in the world, and eventually there would be peace. But the place where they went wrong was that they--the evil--wanted to control the suffering, and eventually be in complete power, thus bringing about peace as they understood it. It was nothing more than a play for power and control.

So, when they said that there could not be peace without first a great suffering, they were merely saying that they wanted control of the situation. They wanted the power. Unfortunately, all human beings are tempted to do the same thing. We would like to control the suffering, keeping it away from ourselves, and letting others suffer.

There is a two-fold lesson here. The first is that we cannot seek the power to control others. And the second is that there is nothing wrong with wanting to feel peaceful and to work for it in our lives. But Jesus pointed out to us that there was more to peace and happiness that simply "having it." The believer will indeed have it, both here and hereafter, but he/she must make the effort--"persecutions"--in order to achieve the peace and happiness.

In order to have the peace we want, we have to face some evil in our own lives and in the lives of others, what some people would call "suffering" or "persecutions." It takes effort and work on our parts, remembering at all times the need to bring about good for ourselves and others.

	PRAYER
Good and gracious God, we feel good about the love you have for us, the love we have for you, and the love we share with other human beings. Give us the grace to always work at making our love for you and the love of others more than strong emotions. Be with us, we pray.

	
+++++
GUIDE FOR CLASSROOM PRESENTATION AND PERSONAL ENRICHMENT
Theme: Love will ease the necessity of human suffering, and bring about peace.
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
(session: approximately 69 minutes)
1. What scene during this session is most striking? Why?
2. Why is it true that there will always be peace with some suffering?
3. Should nuclear weapons be controlled more that they are now?
4. The real Apostles in Jesus' time were selfish in wanting what they wanted. Can selfishness in our world be completely controlled?
5. As you study our world right now, are there nations that really want to control the world? Yes or no and why?
6. In general, why would people not control their own selfishness?
7. In general, do you believe that "desire for control" is a personal problem that many people have? Yes or no and why?
8. How does a person control the pain that will come into that person's future?
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